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KEEPING YOU CONNECTED

No one could have accurately predicted the outcome of the roller coaster ride that our nation experienced

in 2020, but if they had tried, they would have had to consider the incredible resilience of Americans,

particularly business owners and developers. With courage, strength, vision, and fortitude they pressed on

and created economic opportunities for themselves and their employees. FCRA had a challenging year

like most, but we were fortunate to be surrounded by many determined people and strategic partners who

helped make it a successful year. 

2020 Annual Report

$1.85 BILLION* in Capital Investments Projected 

Each year FCRA tracks estimated capital investments in Chaffee Crossing and the resulting job creation.

A number of new projects in 2020 dramatically increased our projected estimate to $1.85 billion in
capital investments and nearly 3,800 new jobs. It is amazing how fast the investments in just one

https://mailchi.mp/chaffeecrossing.com/chaffee-crossing-newsletter-february-26-2021?e=[UNIQID]
http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/fcra/fcra-annual-reports


ward of the city add up and the depth of the economic impact they make across the region. 

Another significant bit of data is the total real estate taxes generated from property sold in Chaffee

Crossing. The Sebastian County Assessor reports that $3.6 million was generated in property
taxes in 2020, almost $550,000 more than in 2019. Since 2011, more than $17,9 million in property taxes

have been generated. These funds help the cities of Fort Smith and Barling, Greenwood School District,

and other taxing districts provide necessary utilities, infrastructure, and public safety services.  

Our public trust operates with proceeds from the sale of property, building leases, and rail car storage, and

those proceeds are reinvested into the property to ready it for development. In fact, FCRA reinvested
nearly $2 million in key projects in 2020. Three strategic property repurchases, Phase I of

Chaffee Crossing Trails, and a $1 million contribution to ARDOT for the Highway 255 relocation and

extension were among the most notable projects. 

Overall, it was a great year with 18 ribbon cuttings, groundbreakings, and construction kickoffs across the

development project. We look forward to seeing lots of new faces and hearing of more job creation in

2021.  

If you would like to see the full report, please click on the image above or visit our

website, www.chaffeecrossing.com. 

Mars Petcare made an exciting announcement in January to the tune of $145 million--the company plans

to invest in a new expansion of its Chaffee Crossing facility that will include about 120 new full-time,

advanced manufacturing jobs.

Mars Petcare's planned expansion at Chaffee Crossing brings the total investment by the company in Fort

Smith to about $420 million. Production began at the Fort Smith site in 2009 and they currently employ

about 300 there.

http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/fcra/fcra-annual-reports


"This new project was brought to our attention in late 2019, and the potential timeline was two-plus years

out," said Daniel Mann, executive director and CEO of the Fort Chaffee Redevelopment Authority. "More

people working from home sped up the process."

PROPERTY CLOSINGS

FCRA engaged in three important closings in December 2020: two property sales and one strategic

repurchase in the Historic Area.  

- FCRA sold Bldg. 836 & 837 with 0.41 acres to Rival Commercial RE, LLC. The addresses are 7301 &

7305 Buckhorn Street. Rival plans to renovate the buildings into retail, office, and residential apartment

space for lease (see Historic Area below for more details). 

- FCRA sold Bldg. 825 with 0.20 acres at 7408 Buckhorn Street.to James Beebe. Beebe will continue to

lease the building to Cre8tive Arts Network and Magic Brush which have been long-time FCRA tenants

in the Historic Area. 

- FCRA repurchased Bldg. 844 with 0.24 acres at 7413 Buckhorn Street from Humanity Salon & Spa,

LLC.  The barrack building is located in the Historic Area. 
 

HISTORIC AREA

Rival Commercial RE Bringing Live-Above-Retail Apartments to Area 

As mentioned above in the "Property Closings" section, Rival Commercial RE has purchased two

barracks in the Historic Area to renovate them for retail, office, and residential apartments. This will be the

first residential project in the Historic Area and it is very timely with several new businesses locating



nearby--Arvest Equipment Finance corporate headquarters, Nidec Motor Corporation engineering

office, Studio 221 recording studio, to name a few.

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

The Reserve Apartments & Townhomes - Phase IV 
Apartments & Townhomes for Rent 

9505 Chad Colley Blvd., Fort Smith - 479.222.6322 

The Reserve Phase IV by Southwest Resources.is well underway. Phase IV includes 102 townhomes

with one- and two-bedroom units that have one-car garages. Phases I, II, and III are apartments only. The

neighborhood is conveniently located across from Torraine Lake, and is near the Arkansas River Valley

Nature Center, Wells Lake, and multi-use and mountain bike trails. It is in the Greenwood School

District.

Alexandria Place 
Duplexes for rent - 479.242.4663 

https://www.fenwickproperties.net/


8118 Massard Rd., Fort Smith  

Phase II of Alexandria Place, a Fenwick Properties development, is nearing completion and Phase III

will soon be under construction. These duplexes. are conveniently located on Massard Rd. near ArcBest

Corporation headquarters, McClure Amphitheater, and Ben Geren Regional Park with connectors to

multi-use and mountain bike trails adjacent to the property. This development is in the Fort Smith

School District. 

Regency Park 
Single-Family Homes- 479.595.0868 
10501 S. Chad Colley Blvd., Fort Smith  

ERC Create announced mid-February that

Rausch Coleman Homes will be the exclusive

builder for its Regency Park project. The single-

family homes wiill range from 1,300 to 1,700

heated square feet with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,

and double car garages. They will be perfect for

families and individuals looking to buy their first

home. The property is in the Greenwood School

District. 

 

PROJECT PROGRESS

Barrels & Brews Bottle Shop Coming to
the HUB 

A casually upscale liquor store named Barrels &

Brews Bottle Shop will soon be the newest

high-end retail client at The HUB at Providence.

Business owners Kristi and Clint Kindrick are

well-traveled food and beverage tourists with an

appreciation for quality beer, wine, and spirits and

they are eager to share their expertise with their

store clientele. They anticipate a May opening. 

https://www.rauschcolemanhomes.com/


Mercy Rehabilitation Hospital Targets May Opening 
6700 Chad Colley Blvd., Fort Smith 

Construction of the $23 million rehabilitation hospital is expected to be complete in May. 

River Valley Community Church 
9000 Wells Lake Road, Fort Smith 

Progress can be seen on the new church by the siding and brick installation. . 



Massard Road Extension Project Nearing Completion 
It won't be long until the Massard Rd. extension project is complete. Forsgren Construction was sweeping

the streets and working on the final punch list today. The project also includes a paved multi-use trail

parallel to the street. Thank you, City of Fort Smith directors, engineering, street department and

administration, for investing in this project and others across the city to make our streets better. 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

FCRA didn't publish newsletters in December or January, but we felt like it was important to say "Thank

you!" to the Christmas Honors Committee and all of the sponsors, donors, volunteers, and vendors who

made the Christmas Honors Tribute at Chaffee Crossing such a huge success. Visitors came night and

day to pay their respects to veterans and enjoy the lighted display. We hope this tradition continues.  



UPCOMING EVENTS

Check the Chaffee Crossing Event Calendar for details about upcoming events. 
To schedule an event at Chaffee Crossing, email us. 

Barrels & Brews Construction Kickoff - Tuesday, March 2, 2:30 p.m.;
9501 R.A. Young Jr. Blvd., Fort Smith
Regency Park Groundbreaking - TBA
Fenwick Properties/Alexandria Place Phase III - TBA
Hitcher Developments Ribbon Cutting - TBA

The Brewery Comedy Tour at Fort
Smith 

Saturday, February 27 

8:00 p.m. 

Quarterly Millennium Brew Meeting 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 

5:00 p.m.

http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/secondary/calendar
mailto:jill@chaffeecrossing.com?subject=Events%20at%20Chaffee%20Crossing


THINGS TO DO

The FCRA staff is working with area event organizers to reschedule

traditional spring events as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime,

there are many fun and FREE things to do in Chaffee Crossing every day

of the week. Find a complete list of recreation and amenities on our

website.  

CHAFFEE CROSSING TRAILS - Parking/Trailhead at McClure Amphitheater - 8301 McClure Dr., Fort

Smith 

Explore miles of trails between Chaffee Crossing and Ben Geren Park. Park at the McClure Amphitheater

and take in the spectacular views of west and south Fort Smith, then walk, run, or ride bicycles for hours.

The new Phase I trails run from McClure Dr. to Roberts Blvd, then across Roberts Blvd. to Chad Colley

Blvd. north to the ACHE campus. 

CHAFFEE CROSSING PICKLEBALL COMPLEX - 7220 Mahogany Ave., Fort Smith 

The pickleball courts are open every day until 10:00 p.m. for single play only until further notice.

This facility is free and open to the public. 

JANET HUCKABEE AR RIVER VALLEY NATURE CENTER - 8300 Wells Lake Rd., Fort Smith 

The Nature Center facility is open Wednesday through Satruday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Grounds

including Wells Lake nature trails, fishing, park areas, etc., are always open to the public.   

TORRAINE LAKE -  10000 Chad Colley Blvd., Fort Smith 

Torraine Lake on the south end of Chad Colley Blvd. now has a paved multi-use trail all around the lake. It

features bridges, a covered picnic pavilion, a fishing pier, and interesting natural habitats for birds and

http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/amenitiesrecreation
http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/amenitiesrecreation
http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/amenitiesrecreation
https://www.agfc.com/en/explore-outdoors/nature-and-education-centers/jharvnc/
http://www.chaffeecrossing.com/amenitiesrecreation


other creatures. Photographers will find many interesting subjects. The entrance is the first driveway south

of Stoneshire neighborhood. 

DEER TRAILS GOLF COURSE - 11707 Custer Blvd., Fort Smith 

Everyone is welcome to hit a bucket of balls at the driving range or play 18 holes on this fun

and challenging course. Call for tee times, green fees and cart rentals, 479.478.6971. Afterwards, enjoy a

delicious BBQ meal at Links at Chaffee Crossing restaurant inside the clubhouse, 479.478.6974. 

STAY CONNECTED!

Be social with us. Share our stories with riends. Subscribe to our newsletter. 
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